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210                      EDGA-R ALLAN POE,
his situation -with  sufficient clearness, or had not sufficient force of character to govern himself for the sake of the comfort of his homo, may have been his fault or his misfortune, hut is in either case obvious enough.    In spite of all this, nevertheless, it should he constantly kept in mind that Poe had difficulty in selling his work aud was very poorly paid.    In view of  tho whole mass of hia writings, too, of which a large portion was perishable, what lie says of his own indolence in tho following letter ought to be taken with some allowance for the tendency he had to iiloaliKO his own nature,    A poet's analysis of his original temperament, if it be sincere, is of the highest value j for a man's conception of his own character, particularly if he be of an introspective turn, counts often  aa one of the most powerful influences that shape hia acts.   lu describing himself Poe was not unconscious of the presence of Lowell as his nxutttor, nov forgetful of the latter's relation to him as his biographer ; but the account falls in with other more disinterested utterances by Poe regarding himself, aud in general it has an idiosyncratic character that marks it as genuine.    In reading it one involuntarily remembers the separate, alight intimations that Poe's life and -works have already afforded of his use of drugs ; more than once, to tho tive mind, a trait of the opium-eater  must 6 Mtoeady been startlingly distinct, and though $feQi evidence of the habit is very scanty the
